Title: The 39 Clues Research Activity
Grade Level: 6th -8th 
Time: 45-50 minutes

Materials:
4-6 Manilla Envelopes
Paper
Pens/Pencils
Scratch Sheets of Paper
Separate Tables
Various Reference Books 

Standards:
ELA6W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing.
ELA7W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing.
ELA8W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing.

Procedures:

Pre-planning
1. Print The 39 Clues clan descriptions and paste one of each on a manilla envelope. There should be one envelope to every group of four students. Place one corresponding clan/grade worksheet in each envelope.
2. Set up classroom area in the library by placing numbers on each table of four – six seats. Place one clan envelope on each table.
3. Pull a number of reference sources (almanacs, dictionaries, biographies, etc.) that correspond with the questions specific to each grade and place on a cart near classroom area.

Planning in Action
1. Give each student a table number as they walk into the Media Center
2. Once students are seated ask them to take notes as you review The 39 Clues Research presentation.
3. At the end of the lesson read a 30 sec.-1 minute excerpt from The 39 Clues and give a description of the series.
4. Give each “clan” their mission, which is to answer the research questions in order to find the final clue that will reveal the name of a member of the Cahill clan. The first team to decipher the clue wins.

Expansion Ideas:
1. Include electronic resources in the acceptable resources category. Note: You’ll need to make the questions more difficult to justify the use of the internet.
2. Differentiate each set of clan questions so that each clan gets a set of questions that corresponds with their ability level.
3. Write questions on index cards instead of on one sheet of paper where they are in order and force the students to decipher the last clue.


