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	Prerequisites
	· Understanding of point-of-view and perspective

· Introduction to Georgia history

· Introduction to the Big 6 research model

· Introduction/Knowledge of  Microsoft Photo Story

	Description
	Objectives:

· Student will understand and construct a persuasive argument

· Student will anticipate and answer reader/listener questions

· Student will conduct independent research to support a chosen argument/point-of-view
· Students will be introduced to the concept of media selection bias

	Procedure
	Assignment:
Governor Sonny Purdue wants to build 5 state-sponsored Krispy Kreme restaurants on historically significant sites across the state of Georgia to celebrate Georgia history and bring attention to that state’s glorious past. He will hold a public hearing to hear nominations or objections as to why or why not certain landmarks should be left untouched or “enhanced”. 

Choose 1 landmark to support or oppose and write an essay to recite at the hearing. You will also need to create a photo story to promote your argument and increase public support for your choice.

Day 1- (Classroom): Students will receive assignment and review outlining.

(Media Center): Students will briefly review Big 6 research skills focusing on Step 3: Locate and Access.

1. Provide students with Krispy Kreme Pathfinder.

2. Instruct students in the use of each chosen database.

Day 2-(Media Center): Media Specialist will briefly review Photo Story and the importance of proper visual selection.

1. Break students into two groups

2. Give Group 1 an envelope with newspaper clippings of stories where dogs have saved lives. Include pictures of dogs with their families, puppies frolicking and seeing-eye dogs or bomb sniffing dogs.
3. Give Group 2 an envelope with newspaper clippings of stories where dogs have bitten neighbors or caused havoc in other ways. Include pictures of dogs bearing their teeth, fighting, or biting other animals or people.

4. Allow each group to review their materials (10 minutes).

5. Have each group write down 5 thoughts about dogs after reviewing the materials. Students are not to converse with the other group

6. Write “Dogs Are:” on the white board and invite a representative from each group to write their thoughts on the board.

7. Allow each representative to support their statements with their “evidence”.

8. Have each group switch packets.

9. Allow all students to discuss the differences in each packet. “Would the inclusion of different photos or clippings have changed your view of dogs?” “Do journalists or writers select certain pictures that inspire certain feelings on purpose?” “Is this good or bad, honest or dishonest?”

10. Have students construct a code-of-conduct for the assignment that all students will follow.

11. Introduce students to database searches for media.

12. Release students to independent research.

Independent Research and Photo Story construction.

Day 3- (Media Center/Classroom) Independent Research and Photo Story construction.

Day 4-(Classroom) Presentations.

	Evaluation
	Persuasive Essay Rubric
Photo Story Rubric

	Useful Resources
	See Krispy Kreme Pathfinder
Big 6 Review Sheet

MLA Citation Review Sheet


Grade Level: 6-8


Duration: 4 class periods


Materials:


Internet access


Voice recording software


Microphone


Microsoft Photo Story


Printed Pictures of “Friendly” Dogs and “Fierce” Dogs


Dog-related newspaper clippings


Manilla Envelopes


White Board and Dry-Erase Markers


Georgia Performance Standards:


ELA7W2-The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres


Critical Component: The student produces a multi-paragraph persuasive essay


ELA8W2-The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres


Critical Component: The student produces a multi-paragraph persuasive essay


 21st Century Learning Standards:


3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.


3.3.3 Use knowledge and information skills and dispositions to engage in public conversation and debate around issues of common concern.


4.2.3 Maintain openness to new ideas by considering divergent opinions, changing opinions or conclusions when evidence supports the change, and seeking information about new ideas encountered through academic or personal experiences.








